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Working towards  
a world without 
sexual violence 

 

 

The systematic use of sexual violence in conflict does not incite the 

international outcry and condemnation it should. 

 

 

 

In conflicts around the world, sexual violence is used systematically as a method of 

warfare to destroy and terrorize the population. In Syria, Democratic Republic of the 

Congo, Iraq, South Sudan and many other countries, women and girls, but also men and boys, 

face devastating consequences from gang rape, sexual slavery and torture. The use of sexual 

violence not only leaves individuals with lifelong scars, but also spreads diseases, destroys 

family ties and traumatizes societies, often for generations to come. In many cultures, victims 

of rape are seen as outcasts by their communities, they are unable to marry and are rejected 

by their families. 

 

However, the systematic and deliberate use of sexual violence in conflict does not incite the 

international outcry and condemnation it should. This urgently needs to change. In 

collaboration with Dr. Denis Mukwege, the world-renowned womenôs rights activist and 

surgeon in Congo, we are working to draw a red line against the use of rape as a weapon of 

war once and for all. 

 

Together with Dr. Mukwege, we address the issue of conflict-related sexual violence from a 

multidisciplinary and global perspective. Our objectives are to unite countries for a world 

without sexual violence through advocacy, to contribute to the prevention of these crimes, and 

to scale up holistic quality care for survivors. Their voices and their active participation are at 

the core of all of our work. 
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Our inspiration 

Our mission is inspired by the work of Panzi Hospital in the Democratic Republic of Congo 

(DRC), where more than 48,000 survivors of sexual violence have received treatment since 

1999. Founded by Dr. Denis Mukwege in 1999, the hospital has become a leading organization 

in treating women with fistulas and other complex gynaecological injuries. The hospital offers 

integrated physical health, psychosocial, legal, and socio-economic services. This holistic 

approach enables rape victims to embrace their lives once again as survivors.  
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̄ƋɔŦʞ±ô±̃ȡ ʞƶȉŦ |ƶ±ȡƖ̃Ⱥ ±Ɩ| ʞĜȺĊ 

physical healing. Through a 

rehabilitation center that shares the 

same leafy compound as the hospital, 

patients are given the psychological 

help, skills and opportunities to knit their 

lives back together, turning rape victims 

ĜƖȺƶ ȡɔȉʘĜʘƶȉȡ˱̅  

TIME Magazine, 2017 

 

  

http://time.com/platon-congo-denis-mukwege/
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A year of fast-paced developments 

Letter from the Director 

 

2016 was a year of strong momentum with important breakthroughs in ending impunity and putting the 

topic of sexual violence on the international agenda. While the world is beginning to recognize the extent 

of the problem , unfortunately, sexual violence is still occurring today in its most brutal forms in many 

different countries. This makes our work and Dr. ƋɔŦʞ±ô±̃ȡ ƌ±ȡȡ"ô± ±ʘ±Ɩ ƌƶȉ± ɔȉô±ƖȺ˱  

 

Recently I met Aline. Ten years ago, Aline was brutally gang 

raped by members of an armed group, right in front of  her 

family members. She was badly hurt and required fistula 

surgery, which was done at Panzi Hospital, where she received 

additional psychological care afterwards. She also took part in 

their livelihoods programme. Despite her continuing pain, she 

is now working with an NGO to help others who have been 

through similar ordeals. Together with other survivors she is 

speaking out and says:   

 

W̄e Congolese women are showing our strength; despite our pain, the diseases we sustained, 

and despite all other consequences of these rapes, we pulled ourselves together and picked 

up our lives. We all know that our sorrow will continue to be there, but our pain will turn to 

ȡȺȉ±ƖôȺĊˮ íƶȉ ʞ± Ċ"ʘ± ȺĊ± lƶɔȉ"ô± "Ɩ| ȺĊ± ʞĜŴŴ˱̅ 

 

In late 2016, I met with a women named Isabelita from the 

Philippines. At the age of 12, she was held as a sex slave by 

Japanese soldiers. Out of fear of being ostracized by her 

community, as happened to other girls, she did not tell anyone 

about her ordeal and thus had no possibility of receiving 

support. After 50 years of suffering alone and in silence, she 

spoke out. Today, at the age of 84, she demands justice to finally 

receive recognition and reparation s. 

 

Today, women and girls, but also men and boys, are raped in 

conflicts around the world. 15 years ago, the use of rape as a 

weapon of war in Darfur, Sudan caused a public outcry. 

Although the abuse still continues today, no one appears to be 

shocked anymore. Does anyone hear about the stories of  

women and children in Darfur who risk being raped when 
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venturing for firewood? Or the atrocities in Myanmar, where 

women of the Rohingya minority are separated them from their 

families and gang raped by soldiers? These stories are rarely 

printed. Countless similar stories from Burundi, South Sudan, 

and the Central African Republic are seemingly absent from the 

international discourse. 

 

Despite the continuation of the use of sexual violence in 

conflict, there were positive developments, too. In 2016, the 

International Criminal Court (ICC) handed down its first guilty 

verdict for crimes of sexual violence. In an on-going case at the 

ICC, enslavement and forced marriage are being prosecuted for 

the first time  at the ICC. Another major step was the conviction 

of kĊ"|̃ȡ ±ʬ-dictator Hissène Habré who was found guilty of 

sexual violence, amounting  to crimes against humanity, and 

ordered to pay milli ons of dollars of reparations. In 2016, the 

ƌƶʘĜ± ̂ȹĊ± UƖlƶƖ|±ƌƖ±|̃ ʞ"ȡ ȉ±Ŵ±"ȡ±|, which sheds light on 

the first conviction of rape as genocide at the Rwanda tribunal.  

In another positive development,  ȺĊ± ̂kƶƌíƶȉȺ ʝƶƌ±Ɩ̃ ƶí 

South Korea received payments of reparations.  

 

In these ways, 2016 was a promising year. We have a unique 

opportunity to enhance this momentum and accelerate our 

efforts all over the world . The timing in particular increases the 

relevancy of our work. 

 

Inspired by Panzi in DRC, the Dr. Denis Mukwege Foundation 

was founded in 2016, and started developing at a fast pace. We 

express our full commitment to continue to support Dr . 

Mukwege in his mission by taking his work to a global level : 

STOP this violence, provide quality SUPPORT to survivors, and 

do everything possible to PREVENT massive sexual violence 

from happening in the future. 

 

After these first months, it is time to thank  the Dutch Postcode 

Lottery and other contributors for making our work possible. 

We are excited about the opportunities that this generous 

support brings to fight against rape as a weapon of war and 

improve the quality of support for survivors worldwide.   

 

  

Esther Dingemans 
Director of the Dr Denis 

Mukwege Foundation 

http://www.mukwegefoundation.org/2016/08/11/former-dictator-of-chad-ordered-to-pay-millions-of-dollars-to-victims-of-rape/
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Laying the foundation  
 

The Dr. Denis Mukwege Foundation employs a dual approach: we conduct global advocacy to end the 

use of rape as a weapon of war. At the same time we support the programmes of Panzi Hospital and 

Foundation in Congo where individual victims of sexual violence receive treatment. 

 

In 2016, the Mukwege Foundation built a solid foundation for 

its future work. We have officially established the organisation 

in the Netherlands, hired four staff members, developed our 

organisational strategies, built an online community through 

social media, and established partnerships with relevant actors. 

At the end of the year more than 21,000 people followed the 

work of the foundation on Facebook. Through this and other 

social media channels, such as Twitter and Instagram, we have 

reached a global audience. 

 

The organization 
The Mukwege Foundation was established in 2016 in the 

Netherlands, with headquarters in The Hague and a sub-office 

in Geneva. During the start-up phase in The Hague, the team 

was hosted at the Bernard van Leer Foundation free of charge. 

Now we have a fully functioning office in the Bertha von Suttner 

building together with many other NGOs in the field of human 

rights and justice. In Geneva, the office is similarly located in a 

building with many NGOs working in these areas. Both locations 

serve as effective entry points for partnerships, advocacy and 

fundraising. 

 

The director of the organization started working in March 2016 

and throughout the year the team gradually expanded. At the 

end of 2016 the team in The Hague included two programme 

associates (one for the legal focus area/communications and 

one for programmes). The director is based in Geneva along 

with two interns and a consultant responsible for partnerships 

and development.  

http://www.facebook.com/mukwegefoundation
http://www.twitter.com/mukwegeFound
http://www.instagram.com/MukwegeFoundation
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The Mukwege Foundation has built a strong volunteer network 

of driven individuals with backgrounds in the areas of 

international law, gender equality, criminology  and human 

rights.  They were involved in writing blogs for the website and 

social media, conducting desk research on legal issues and in 

organizing an international event.  

 

A dual approach 
The Dr. Denis Mukwege Foundation adopts a dual approach: we 

conduct global advocacy work to end the use of sexual violence 

in conflicts. At the same time we provide direct support to 

programmes in the field, set up by Panzi Hospital in Congo. Our 

support to Panzi goes beyond giving purely fina ncial support to 

their programs. We also function as an international secretariat 

for greater global outreach and advocacy. Through our 

Ǻȉ±ȡ±Ɩl± ĜƖ ȹĊ± ĉ"ôɔ± "Ɩ| ó±Ɩ±ʘ" ʞ± í"lĜŴĜȺ"Ⱥ± ǹ"ƖˈĜ̃ȡ 

international  contacts. We support them in identify ing 

fundraising, partnership and advocacy opportunities  and 

provide hands-on support to the local secretariat of Dr 

Mukwege.   
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Fundraising 
Whereas 2016 can be considered a year of exploring opportunities and establishing initial 

contacts, in 2017 fundraising will be conducted in line with a strategic plan and efforts will be 

scaled-up to match our program me ambitions. Fundraising activities in 2016 included 

cultivating donor contacts in Switzerland by organizing meetings with both corporate and 

private donors, as well as foundations, organizing small-scale fundraising events in 

lƶƌbĜƖ"ȺĜƶƖ ʞĜȺĊ {ȉ ƋɔŦʞ±ô±̃ȡ speaking engagements, setting up an online donation system 

on the website and submitting grant proposals. Examples of obtained funding are : 

 

- Canton de Genève: 30,000 EUR for two years rent of the office in Geneva 

- Swiss donor: 20,000 EUR to support a local trial against perpetrators of sexual 

violence 

- Stichting Vluchteling: 250,000 EUR for the development of democracy and female 

leadership in DRC 

- Fondation Lombard Odier: 19,000 EUR (core funding) 

- Private individuals / online donations: aro und 25,000 EUR for Panzi 

- Dutch Postcode Lottery: 1.5 million EUR for the next three years 

 

For a full overview, please see our annual accounts.   
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How we work 

 

Our source of inspiration  
 

The impact that the work of Dr. 

Mukwege and Panzi Hospital have 

had in DRC was the inspiration to 

create an organization that takes 

these experiences to a global level. 

Specifically, we believe that a 

sustainable holistic model of care for 

survivors, the efforts to break the 

stigma around rape and to amplify  

the voices of survivors should benefit 

victims in other conflicts as well. 

Our objectives   
 

Stop the violence 

Support survivors 

Prevent future atrocities 

Our strategies  

 

Through its advocacy work , the Mukwege Foundation seeks to influence decision-

makers and the wider public to bring about a change in policies and practices to 

end rape as a weapon of war. We focus on the moral and legal responsibility of 

states to prevent and halt sexual violence in conflicts. 

 

Through its programme work , the Mukwege Foundation will promote the scaling 

up of the holistic model of care for survivors by supporting the replication  and 

transfer of good practices from Panzi Hospital to other health clinics in conflict -

affected areas. In order to achieve this, the Mukwege Foundation will play a key role 

ĜƖ ǺȉƶƌƶȺĜƖô ǹ"ƖˈĜ "ȡ " ̂Ŵ±"ȉƖĜƖô Ċɔb˱̃ 

 

Through our awareness raising and campaign work , we aim to create a ̂ ȉ±| ŴĜƖ± 

against sexual violence in conflicts. 

 

The input of survivors, and their active participation, is at the core of all our advocacy 

and programme work. 
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Stop the violence 

Support  survivors 

Prevent atrocities 
 

 

 

 

 

In 2016 Dr. Mukwege and the Mukwege Foundation engaged in 

global advocacy efforts to keep the topic of sexual violence in 

conflict on the international agenda and to influence policy and 

decision-makers. Together with Dr. Mukwege, our director visited 

the Netherlands, Belgium, France, Luxembourg, Denmark, and 

the United States. In The Hague, Dr. Mukwege met with 

prosecutors at the International Criminal Court and the team of 

its Trust Fund for Victims. He raised awareness for the specific 

needs of survivors of sexual violence and the importance of 

prosecuting these crimes. At the European Parliament in Brussels, 

he spoke about the role of min erals in fuelling the conflict in 

Congo. He delivered a speech at the Annual Meeting of the 

Clinton Global Initiative in New York (upon invitation of the 

Postcode Lottery) and was the keynote speaker at an annual 
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festival of the ASN Bank in the Netherlands. Dr. Mukwege also 

travelled to Sweden, Norway, Japan and South Korea. He gave a 

range of lectures on holistic care for survivors at universities in 

Belgium and Sweden and, throughout the year, engaged in 

conversations with many high-level state officials in the US and 

Europe.  

 

During these and other events, we had the opportunity to 

strengthen and shape our international advocacy and 

programme work. This strategy is now linked to our four focus 

areas:  legal advocacy, promoting the holistic care model, 

campaigning for change and connecting survivors. 

  




































